. The Church of England needs to know whether, as the Court of Appeal held, it is
unlawful now for a parochial church council to enforce a lay rector's obligation to
meet the cost of chancel repairs. Accordingly, in order to obtain the decision of
the House on this point, the plaintiff parochial church council conceded that the
Human Rights Act 1998 applies in this case. This concession having been made
by the plaintiff, no argument was addressed to your Lordships' House on the
question of law thus conceded. I express no view on this question.
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Unlike a core public authority, a 'hybrid' public authority, exercising both public
functions and non-public functions, is not absolutely disabled from having
Convention rights. A hybrid public authority is not a public authority in respect of
an act of a private nature.

Here again, as with section 6(1), this feature throws some light on the approach
to be adopted when interpreting section 6(3)(b). Giving a generously wide scope
to the expression 'public function' in section 6(3)(b) will further the statutory
aim of promoting the observance of human rights values without
depriving the bodies in question of the ability themselves to rely on Convention
rights when necessary.



